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SOVIET FﬂEPﬂRATIONS FOR EARLY LAUNCHING OF AN EARTH SATELLITE

A runker of public state-
nzats by Savia2t authorities
cracernirg earth satellites
si1zgest that the USSR intends
> lavnck an 2arth satellite
s>an, pcssibly 1n the early
prases cf the International
G:aphysical Y:=ar (IGY) which
b2rize cc 1 J1ily. This progran,
tiuzk 1t is >f major propor-
tlonsz, prabebly will not inter-
f3re seriousl;y with the long-
raig= ballistlc missile effort.

A. N. Nesmeyanov, presi-

d:1xt cf tiwe Soviet Academy of

Se leaces, repo-ted in Komsomol
Privdx om 9 Jone that the USSR
¥orld Iammch _ts first earth
sztellite "wi:hin the next few
mwaitihs.'" (e vas reported in the
Swyiat press a2 week earlier to
lave stated taat the USSR now
Ias the "necessary instruments
ami - sguipment to ald in solving
£k > >roblen.” However, official
Seviet apnouneements at the
-1ssels: coaf=rence (15-20 June)
rega-ding I53Y rocket and earth
cz-ellite plans revealed nothing
rev,

In September 1255, Khru-
ehehev openly bvasted that the
USSR was ahzad of the United
S-ztes in preparations for space
ezcellites, Soviet sclentists,
cp the other Band, have char-
acseristiczills been cautious
aboas pgiviny -nformation or make
ing officiil elaims of leader-
ship irc the race to produce the

-=s< success-ul satellite.

Lzst fall, L. I, Sedov, a leading
f-zure in tie field, 1s repourted
i» bave priva-ely expressed the

opinion that the vuited States
might be leading.

Knowing that the probabili-
ty of failure of a particular
launching is approximately 50
percent, 1t is possible that
the USSR will announce a launch-
ing only after it has taken
place. Timing of the announce-
ment may be influenced by a de-
sire not to reveal prematurely
any information from which de-
ductions might be made regarding
military missile capabilities.,

Since the USSR has committed
itself publicly to launching an
earth satellite within the next
few months and is well aware
of the psychological and politi-
cal advantages of a "{irst" in
this field, a major effort on
its part toward this end.is ex-
pected.

the USSR
intends to launch earth satel-
lites and upper atmosphere re-
search rockets periodically
and throughout the Internation-
al Geophysical Year. The earth
satellites will be launched
in such a direction that they
will be observable from all
areas except the central Arctic
and the central Antarctic.

The USSR probably hns the
capability of orbiting an earth
satellite in 1957, 1t would
be desirable though not manda-
tory to orbit a satellite with-
in a week before or after the
solstice period, about 21 June
or 21 December, to enable bet-
ter observation of the satel-

lite at dawn and dusk., &SPORED
' (Prepared by 0S1)
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